
 

Welcome Home.   Peace  Awaits .  

 

The  FIRST SUNDAY o f  CHRISTMAS  
Chr i s tmas  Lessons  and  Carol s  

with  Ho ly  Communion  
 

2 8  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5  
9 : 0 0 A M



THE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

The VOLUNTARY   Chorale Prelude on ES IST EIN ROS’ ENTSPRUNGEN Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897) 

All stand, as they are able, at the ringing of the bell as the Procession enters 

HYMN   Once in royal David’s city IRBY 

  O M I T  S T A N Z A S  3  A N D  5  
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All remain standing, as they are able 

The BIDDING PRAYER The Book of Occasional Services (2022) 

Celebrant Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the 
message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us 
make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity 
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in 
this city.  

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, 
the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and 
little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no 
one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for 
evermore. Amen. 

The Celebrant then pronounces this Blessing 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

All may be seated 
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The FIRST LESSON  Genesis 3:1-23 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves.  

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,  

“Because you have done this,  
   cursed are you among all animals 
   and among all wild creatures;  
upon your belly you shall go,  
   and dust you shall eat  
   all the days of your life.  
I will put enmity between you and the woman,  
   and between your offspring and hers;  
he will strike your head,  
   and you will strike his heel.”  

To the woman he said,  

“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;  
   in pain you shall bring forth children,  
yet your desire shall be for your husband,  
   and he shall rule over you.”  

And to the man he said,  

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,  
   and have eaten of the tree  
about which I commanded you,  
   ‘You shall not eat of it,’  
cursed is the ground because of you;  
   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
   thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  
   and you shall eat the plants of the field.  
By the sweat of your face  
   you shall eat bread  
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until you return to the ground,  
   for out of it you were taken;  
you are dust,  
   and to dust you shall return.”  

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the LORD God made garments of skins 
for the man and for his wife, and clothed them.  

Then the LORD God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might 
reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—therefore the LORD God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man; and at the east 
of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life. 

All stand as they are able 

HYMN   Creator of the stars of night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

 

 

All may be seated 
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The SECOND LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10 

The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,  
   and rejoice with joy and singing.  
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,  
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  
They shall see the glory of the LORD,  
the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands,  
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
   Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  
   “Be strong, do not fear!  
Here is your God.  
   He will come with vengeance,  
with terrible recompense.  
   He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
then the lame shall leap like a deer,  
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  
   and streams in the desert;   
the burning sand shall become a pool,  
   and the thirsty ground springs of water;  
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,  
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there,  
   and it shall be called the Holy Way;  
the unclean shall not travel on it,  
   but it shall be for God’s people;  
   no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  
No lion shall be there,  
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;  
they shall not be found there,  
   but the redeemed shall walk there.  
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,  
   and come to Zion with singing;  
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;  
   they shall obtain joy and gladness,  
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

All stand as they are able 
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HYMN   Comfort, comfort ye my people PSALM 42 

 

 

All may be seated 
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The THIRD LESSON Isaiah 7:10-15 

God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us” 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel 
(which means, ‘God with us’). He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good.” 

All stand as they are able 

HYMN   Hark! The herald angels sing MENDELSSOHN 
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All may be seated 
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The FOURTH LESSON Luke 1:26-56 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

And Mary said,  

“My soul magnifies the Lord,  
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
   for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
   for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  
   and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him  
   from generation to generation.  
He has shown strength with his arm;  
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  
   and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things,  
   and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel,  
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  
   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. Now the time came for Elizabeth 
to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her. 

All stand as they are able 
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HYMN   The angel Gabriel from heaven came GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 

 

 
 

 

 

All may be seated 
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The FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:1-20 

Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds 

In those days a decree went out from Cæsar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

All stand as they are able 
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HYMN   Angels we have heard on high GLORIA 

 

 

 

 

All may be seated 
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The SIXTH LESSON Hebrews 1:1-12 

In the fullness of time, God sent God’s Son whose reign is for ever and ever 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the 
reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be his Father, 
    and he will be my Son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds 
    and his servants flames of fire.” 

But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
    and the scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

And, 

“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
    and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; 
    they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, 
    and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
    and your years will never end.” 

All stand as they are able 
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HYMN   Of the Father’s love begotten DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

 

 

All remain standing, as they are able 
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The SEVENTH LESSON John 1:1-18 

The Word was made flesh, and we have seen his glory 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

All remain standing, as they are able 

HYMN   O come, all ye faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

   O M I T  V E R S E S  4  A N D  5  
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The PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS of the PARISH 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION  

The OFFERTORY 

At the Offertory   Chorale Prelude: DEN DIE HIRTEN LOBTEN SEHRE Helmut Walcha (1907 – 1991) 

All stand, as they are able, when the alms of the People are brought forward to the Altar 

The GREAT THANKSGIVING   Eucharistic Prayer 2 

All remain standing 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a 
mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 
fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 



- 19 - 

The Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit   Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena Healey Willan (1880 – 1968) 

Sung by all 

 

 

 

 

All may stand or kneel, as they prefer and are able 

Celebrant Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved 
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the 
poor.  He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified 
by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 
sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your 
Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world 
you have made. 
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In the fullness of time bring us, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the 
world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 
and praise, for ever and ever. 

 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say  
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The FRACTION 
A period of silence is kept 

 
Celebrant 

 
 
People 

 

The MINISTRATION of COMMUNION 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the blessed Bread and Wine of Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table. Hold out your hands for the 
Bread. Gluten-free Bread is available; simply inform the priest you desire it. If you wish to drink the Wine, consume the Bread when you receive it 
and drink from the chalice when it is presented to you. If you wish to have Bread dipped in the Wine, let the Bread remain in your hands; the 
chalice bearer will intinct it for you. If you wish to come forward to receive a blessing rather than the Bread and Wine, indicate that desire by 
crossing your arms over your chest. If it is difficult for you to come forward, inform an usher, and the Bread and Wine will be brought to you. 

The POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All kneel  or stand, as they are able and prefer 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE SENDING FORTH  

The BLESSING 

Celebrant May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
    fill you with his joy and peace: 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
    rest upon you and abide with you, now and for ever. Amen. 
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HYMN   Good Christian friends, rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO 
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The DISMISSAL 

Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The VOLUNTARY   Chorale Prelude on VOM HIMMEL HOCH, DA KOMM’ ICH HER Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706) 

 
 

CELEBRANT 
The Rev Douglas Worthington 

VERGER 
Jack Northam 

CRUCIFER 
Jim Hall 

CHALICISTS & TORCHBEARERS 
Todd McCracken and  

Katherine Kim 

LECTORS 
David Ostrander, Mary Brown, John Brown,  

Peggy Strand, Scott Crispell, Rosemary Barnes 

USHERS 
Mary Brown and Donn Griffitts 

ALTAR & FLOWER GUILDS 
Eve Jones Burton and  

The Flower Guild 

TELLERS 
David Ostrander and Kevin Page 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & ORGANIST 

Dr Ruben Valenzuela 

 

 
 
 
 

         

 

We invite you to attend 
OUR SPECIAL SERVICES DURING CHRISTMASTIDE 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 01, 10:15 AM 

T h e  F e a s t  o f  J e s u s ’  H o l y  N a m e  
light brunch to follow 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 5:00 PM 

A  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e  f o r   
t h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  E p i p h a n y  (transferred) 

waffle supper & shenanigans to follow 

 

 



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Christmas flowers have been given by 

Joan Fulton, in memory Patrick Fulton 

Leslie Klein, in memory of Larry Klein and Jack & Denny Sackett 

Julie Mebane, in memory of Midge Mebane 

Kristin Mobley, in memory of Wonzel Mobley 

Rhonda Muir, in memory of Douglas F Muir 

Nicki Sharpe, in memory of Julie & Frank Hoffman 

Tom & Sue Sparrow, in memory of Diane Sullenger 

Grace Spore, in memory of Dr William W Spore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W e l c o m e  H o m e .  P e a c e  A w a i t s .  

1475 Catalin a Bou levard  San  Diego,  CA 92107  
  

office@allsoulspo intloma.org  www. allsou lspointlom a.org  
  

619. 223.6394  
 


