
Sermon  ::  24-May-2026 

Day of Pentecost, Year A 

“ as the Spirit gave [each of] them ability ” 

Did you ever have one of those days?  You know: one of those ‘days off,’ quote-unquote, that’s just 
packed to the gills?  Your sister wants to have lunch with you … the kids really need you to drive 
them to practice—and then come back and pick them up … the fridge is just about empty, and the 
litter box is more than full … and then, your boss calls ago and says while you didn’t have to come in 
… “boy, it would be really wonderful if you could!”  My game plan on days like this is to try and find a 
way to make it all work:  string it all together in a logical, practical way that at least lets me touch 
everything, even if I don’t get to dwell on anything. 

Well, today is one of those days!  It’s the Day of Pentecost: the ‘feast of the Holy Spirit,’ if you will, 
when we celebrate the Spirit’s coming among us as Christ’s ongoing presence with … and ministry 
to … us.  It’s also a day appointed for us to renew our baptismal vows1,2: to reaffirm both the beliefs 
we professed and the commitments we undertook when we were baptized.  And it’s also Memorial 
Day weekend: a solemn pause in our national calendar when we remember, with both gratitude and 
reverence, those who gave their utmost in service to this nation. 

Now, the ‘maximalist’ in me didn’t want to cut out anything … thought everything was important.  
But the ‘practical-ist’ in me knew we couldn’t begin to give all three ‘importances’ of this day all the 
attention they deserved … and still be done here before the burgers and dogs waiting for us out on 
the patio got cold and the lemonade got warm. 

So, I set out to find a link to string them all together … a way to unite the disparate ‘themes’ we 
celebrate today in a logical, practical way that at least let’s us touch on all of them … if not dwell on 
any of them.  And slowly, it came to me: DUTY.  Not so much DUTY in the sense of an obligation or a 
requirement that’s imposed upon us—legal DUTY that’s demanded of us; that offers us no choice or 
agency … but the more nuanced sense of DUTY as a moral or spiritual calling that bestirs us … leads 
us onward … as our perceptions of ‘rightness’ or ‘fitness’3 … ripen into expressions of love and 
service, devotion and sacrifice. 

• DUTY coheres in St Peter today, immediately after the Holy Spirit alights upon the twelve 
Apostles.4  While back in the gospels Peter could often be counted on to get it at least as 
much wrong as right … now, with the Spirit’s inspiration and power, Peter steps up and 
takes the lead: explaining and interpreting to the crowd the ‘chaotic miracle’ of the Holy 
Spirit’s arrival they’ve just witnessed … reaffirming, through ancient Scripture and Jesus’ 
just-ended ministry, God’s total love for humanity … and so moving his listeners with not 

 
1 Indeed, some historians of liturgy believe that, initially, the Day of Pentecost was the primary baptismal day in the early 
church: that Easter kicked off, rather than culminated (as it now does, in many churches), a weeks-long period of prayer 
and preparation for candidates who were then baptized—made members of the Body of Christ—on the ‘day of the Holy 
Spirit.’   

2 The three other days in the calendar appointed for Baptism (or Renewal of Vows) are Easter, All Saints’ Day and the First 
Sunday after the Epiphany, when we always recollect Jesus’ own baptism.  (The day of the bishop’s annual visitation is 
such a day, as well.) 

3 See “Duty,” sense 3a. Merriam-Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, https://unabridged.merriam-
webster.com/unabridged/duty.  (Accessed 12 May 2026.) 

4 By this point, St Matthias has been chosen to replace Judas Iscariot. 

https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/duty
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/duty
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only the eloquence, but also the passion, of his words … that three thousand people—the 
first ‘church’ following  Jesus’ Ascension—are baptized, all at once.  Peter awakens to the 
DUTY of leadership and love that Jesus suggested to him … and, in effect, founds the 
whole Church without moving a muscle other than his mouth.   
>>  Peter takes up the DUTY the Holy Spirit invites him to. 
 

• The seed of DUTY is planted within us, in the Sacrament of Baptism.5  Even as, in the Font, 
we’re made dead to our sinful and selfish natures and given new, abundant and eternal 
life through the promise of Christ … the Holy Spirit alights upon us, as well6 … and lays 
before us a pathway for our Christian lives that is, if somewhat less public, then certainly 
no less sincere and vital than the mission the Spirit invites Peter to. 
>>  We’ve just seen Peter say YES.  And so, the questions for us:  ¶Will we take up the 
DUTY of worshiping and praying regularly … so the Holy Spirit can rekindle us, with 
grace?  ¶Will we take up the DUTY of amending our sinful ways, and when we fail, 
of repenting … so the Holy Spirit can restore us?  ¶Will we take up the DUTY of sharing the 
Good New as much in how people see us live as hear us speak … so, through us, the Holy 
Spirit can enfold the whole world?  ¶Will we honor the DUTY of making love-of-neighbor a 
verb and not just a sentiment … so that through our seeking out and serving others … the 
Holy Spirit can make this world wholly Christ’s own?  ¶Will we embrace the DUTY of 
seeing, with Christ’s eyes, the equal worth and boundless potential of every human being 
… so that through us, the Holy Spirit may cause justice to ring and peace to break forth, 
for all?   
>>  Will we take up the DUTY the Holy Spirit invites us to?  
 

• And we pause, this day, both in gratitude and with solemnity … not only to thank but 
also to honor … to lift up … the men and women of this nation—whether citizens or 
aliens, American patriots all—¶whose DUTY carried them across the threshold of the 
Ultimate;  ¶whose DUTY encompassed the forfeit of their lives and their loves, that others 
might retain their freedom and comforts; ¶who, when their DUTY asked of them 
everything they had—everything God gave them … said YES: not, perhaps, the YES of 
choice … but the still nobler YES of sacrifice—of laying down one’s own life that others 
may have life and have it abundantly (Jn 10:10).   
>>  How swiftly the Holy Spirit must wing to … how reverently the Holy Spirit must mark 
… the gate of Heaven … whenever another one of these most-DUTIful approaches. Amen. 

** 

This is, I acknowledge, a fairly unconventional message about the Holy Spirit on a fairly 
unconventional day.  We haven’t touched on the assurance … the comfort … the wisdom … the 
guidance … the inspiration … the discernment … the correction … the support … the consolation … the 
closeness … the constancy … the grace … and all the many, many other ‘goods’ the Holy Spirit also is, 
for us, in Christ.  And thanks be to God for all of them. 

But since, on this packed-full day, we remember both the ALL we receive from the Holy Spirit … and 
the ALL others have given in response to the Spirit … it’s fitting—isn’t it?—for us to ponder how great 

 
5 See BCP, pp 304-05. 

6 This is, in no small part, the beautiful—and also deeply significant—symbolism of the lighted candle each newly baptized 
Christian is given, in our rite. 
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a DUTY we have to give … of ourselves—the livelihood of ourselves; the ‘core’ of ourselves; the 
‘essence’—the very soul—of ourselves … in response to Jesus’ most gracious gift of the Holy Spirit, 
to us. 
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