
  

Welcome Home.   Peace  Awaits .  

 

The  FEAST 
o f  INDEPENDENCE DAY  

 

E V E N I NG  P RA YE R  
F ri da y ,  03  J ul y  20 26  

5 :0 0  P M    ~ ~    V I A  Z O O M



Officiant Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice.     Psalm 141:2 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A silence is kept 

All Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The hymn appears on the next page 



- 3 - 

HYMN   We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing KREMSER 
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THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

The PHOS HILARON 

All O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy, at all times, to be praised by happy voice, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

The PSALTER  Psalm 145:1-9,18-22 

Said by all, responsively by half-verse 

Antiphon The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
    and merciful in all his deeds. 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
    and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
    and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
    there is no end to his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
    and shall declare your power. 
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5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
    and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
    and I will tell of your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
    they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 
    and his compassion is over all his works. 

18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways * 
    and loving in all his works. 

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, * 
    to all who call upon him faithfully. 

20 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; * 
    he hears their cry and helps them. 

21 The LORD preserves all those who love him, * 
    but he destroys all the wicked. 

22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; * 
    let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever. 

Antiphon The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
    and merciful in all his deeds. 

After the Psalm, all say together 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 

The FIRST READING From the Declaration of Independence (1776) 

 and the U.S. Constitution (1789) 

Lector  A reading from the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. 

**   **   ** 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

Lector  Here ends the reading. 

The SECOND READING Sirach 10:4-8 

Lector  A reading from the Book of Sirach. 

The government of the earth is in the hand of the Lord, 
    and over it he will raise up the right leader for the time. 
Human success is in the hand of the Lord, 
    and it is he who confers honor upon the lawgiver. 

Do not get angry with your neighbor for every injury, 
    and do not resort to acts of insolence. 
Arrogance is hateful to the Lord and to mortals, 
    and injustice is outrageous to both. 
Sovereignty passes from nation to nation 
    on account of injustice and insolence and wealth. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.   
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Silence may be kept 

The RESPONSE: Canticle 19, The Song of the Redeemed    Magna et mirabilia 

          Revelation 15:3-4 

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
    O King of all the ages. 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
    surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
    O King of all the ages. 

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name? * 
    for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
    because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
    O King of all the ages. 

**   **   ** 

The THIRD READING From the Rev Martin Luther King’s 

 Letter from the Birmingham Jail (1963) 

Lector  A reading from Martin Luther King’s Letter from the Birmingham Jail. 

I have not said to my people: “Get rid of your discontent.” Rather, I have tried to say that 
this normal and healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative outlet of nonviolent 
direct action. And now this approach is being termed extremist. But though I was initially 
disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as I continued to think about the matter I 
gradually gained a measure of satisfaction from the label. 
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Was not Jesus an extremist for love: “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 
Was not Amos an extremist for justice: “Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.” Was not Paul an extremist for the Christian gospel: “I bear in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” Was not Martin Luther an extremist: “Here I stand; I 
cannot do otherwise, so help me God.” And John Bunyan: “I will stay in jail to the end of 
my days before I make a butchery of my conscience.” And Abraham Lincoln: “This nation 
cannot survive half slave and half free.” And Thomas Jefferson: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal … .” 

So the question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists we will be. 
Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of 
injustice or for the extension of justice? … Jesus Christ was an extremist for love, truth and 
goodness, and thereby rose above his environment. Perhaps … the nation and the world are 
in dire need of creative extremists. 

Lector  Here ends the reading. 

The FOURTH READING Micah 4:1-5 

Lector  A reading from the Prophet Micah. 

In days to come 
    the mountain of the LORD’s temple 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
    and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, 
    and many nations shall come and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between many peoples 
    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
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    neither shall they learn war any more; 
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 
    and no one shall make them afraid, 
    for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 

For all the peoples walk, 
    each in the name of its god, 
but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God 
    forever and ever. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.   

Silence may be kept 

The RESPONSE: Canticle 15, The Song of Mary    Magnificat 

          Luke 1:46-55 

Said by all, responsively by half-verse 

The Lord has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
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The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lord has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 

**   **   ** 

The FIFTH READING From Abraham Lincoln’s 

 Second Inaugural Address (1865) 

Lector  A reading from Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address. 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to 
see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to 
care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all 
which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations. 

Lector  Here ends the reading. 
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The SIXTH READING Matthew 5:43-48 

Lector  A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 
you may be children of your Father in heaven, for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you 
greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.   

Silence may be kept 

The RESPONSE: Canticle 17, The Song of Simeon    Nunc dimittis 
          Luke 2:29-32  

Said by all, responsively by half-verse 

My eyes, O Lord * 
    have seen your salvation. 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

My eyes, O Lord * 
    have seen your salvation. 
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The APOSTLES’ CREED    

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
           and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
           was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

OUR REFLECTION 

All are invited to share their prayers and thanksgivings for our nation, as we prepare to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of its founding 
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HYMN   God who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place HOLY MANNA 

❖ We will omit stanza 2 
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THE PRAYERS 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The COLLECTS 

The Officiant prays the following collects 

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your 
glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our 
country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use 
our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and 
guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, 
that in tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole 
earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless 
you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

All Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
    we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
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    for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
    to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
    and all the blessings of this life; 
    but above all for your immeasurable love 
    in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
    for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
    that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
    not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
    by giving up our selves to your service, 
    and by walking before you 
    in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
    to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
    be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

PRAYER of ST CHRYSOSTOM 

Officiant   Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 
the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN   My country, ’tis of thee AMERICA 

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.          Ephesians 3:20-21

our         fore   -  bears 

par  -  ents’ 

peo     -     ple’s 
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